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Alltech Award to NT Country Hour presenter

Northern Territory Country Hour presenter Adrienne Francis has won the prestigious Alltech Young Leaders in Agricultural Journalism Award to attend a conference of agricultural journalists in Norway next month.

Adrienne was selected from a strong field of young rural writers and broadcasters for the award offered by Alltech and the International Federation of Agricultural Journalists (IFAJ) to attend the 50th World Congress in Hamar, Norway.

The other finalists were Annabel Homer, ABC Country Hour, South Australia; Lucy Skuthorp, journalist, The Land, NSW  and Jane Grieve, ABC Country Hour, Western Australia.

Alltech, one of the world’s leading research-based animal nutrition companies, encourages journalists to be involved in the international organisation by sponsoring their participation at the federation’s annual congress, where they will meet the world’s top agricultural journalists.  

Australia and South Africa are the first countries selected to receive this award, part of a three-year pilot program which will expand to include four journalists in 2007. 

“Alltech strongly believes that education is vital to ensuring the sustainability and success of our industry.  Agricultural journalists play a key role in this process and are essential in communicating what is happening in our industry, thus inspiring us to move forward,” said Emily Boyd, Alltech Pacific Rim Marketing Manager.

 “We are delighted that Australia was selected to present this first Alltech Young Leaders in Agricultural Journalism Award and are confident that Adrienne embodies the spirit of leadership in journalism.”

Adrienne was selected from the four finalists by judges David East, a writer and former Rural Press editor and Alan Richardson from the ABC.

“We feel Adrienne will be an excellent ambassador for the Australian Council of Agricultural Journalists, said Mr Richardson. 

“She has a broad range of experience, obvious enthusiasm and a willingness to look beyond the Australian scene.”

Her scholarship application featured a radio interview with the East Timorese Minister for Agriculture discussing the impact of violence on the fledgling nation’s farm sector.

Adrienne, who spent much of her childhood living at Jindabyne in the Snowy Mountains, graduated with an Agricultural Science degree from the University of Sydney in 2000.

She worked as a print and on-line news reporter for the leading UK agricultural publication Farmers Weekly Magazine in 2001-02 before joining the ABC in the Northern Territory on her return to Australia.

Adrienne was a rural reporter in Katherine and Kununurra before being appointed NT Country Hour presenter in Darwin in April last year. 

Australian Council of Agricultural Journalists president Gordon Collie said Adrienne would be one of six delegates representing Australia at the IFAJ World Congress.

“We are delighted to have such strong representation at this major international event and appreciate the support of Alltech in offering this scholarship for an up-and-coming young journalist,” Mr Collie said.

About Alltech

Alltech is a multinational biotechnology company providing natural animal health solutions through nutrition. The company employs more than 1700 people in 85 countries and operates 14 production facilities, including two in the Asia-Pacific region.

Alltech is recognised as one of the leading research-based animal health companies in the world. By focusing on providing natural solutions to real problems, it works to respond to the industry needs and enhance customers' profitability. Alltech is committed to its pioneering ACE program, ensuring its products are safe for the animal, the consumer and the environment.

For more information, contact Gordon Collie on 07 3856 3614 or 0409 473343.
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Kim Brister, left, and Michelle Drechsler, right, from Alltech, made a presentation to Adrienne Francis in Darwin last week.
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